
 
 

 
 

 
“The Ultimate Investing and  

Home Study Course Swipe File” 
 

 A complete collection of  
Hume Financial’s Print Ads 

 



Hume Publishing was a wildly successful financial 
newsletter publisher that employed some of the top copy 
talent in the 1980s. 
 
They were so successful, they snatched “defeat from the 
jaws of victory,” as Denny Hatch wittily put it in his 
superb “Million Dollar Mailings.” 
 
Not content with $500 million in revenue, Hume decided 
to set up two funds -- the Hume Fund and the Hume 
RSVP Fund -- and pitch them to their responsive list. 
Predictably, many Hume subscribers became fund 
investors, but a combination of unseasoned 
management and the Crash of ’87 put the funds under 
before they really got going. 

 
It’s easy to criticize Ronald Hume 25 years later. Easy to say he should’ve “stuck with 
what he knew.” But by the same token, Nokia would still be an unknown Finnish 
underwear manufacturer instead of a leading mobile phone brand. 
 
Hume’s success is reflected in these ads, which the legendary Gary Bencivenga called 
“uniformly great.” 
 
Times and trends and may change, inflation and interest rates may ebb and flow, but 
successful investment and money management principles are fairly constant, so these 
ads are practically timeless. 
 
And they aren’t merely templates for the investment market but for the home study 
market as a whole. Pay careful attention to the coupon language and notice how Hume 
skillfully wraps the soft offer around hard continuity. Hume was ahead of its time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If Warren Buffett wrote financial copy, here’s the swipe 
file he’d use. 
 
“The road maps” for selling everything from $49 
investment newsletters… to $500 options home study 
courses… to $20,000 trading software packages. 
 
Already used by some of the world’s biggest mailers 
and most successful financial writers. 

http://www.amazon.com/Million-Dollar-Mailings-Dension-Hatch/dp/1566251621/ref=nosim/infmarblo-20
http://www.infomarketingblog.com/secret-weapon/


 
Announcing an “Apprenticeship Program” for Aspiring Millionaires (1986 
by Gary Bencivenga) 
 
What Have You  Got to Show for the Money You’re Making? (1980) 
 
Introducing Successful Investing and Money Management (1981) 
 
The Only Thing Wrong With Having Nothing to Show for the Money You’re 
Making is Thinking There’s Nothing You Can Do About It (1981) 
 
Two of the Most Important Lessons You’ll Ever Learn About Amassing Tax 
Sheltered Wealth (1982) 
 
The Fallacy of Working for a Living (1982) 
 
It’s Easier Than You Think to Make a Million (1982) 
 
Why Becoming a Millionaire Now Is a Perfectly Realistic Goal for You (1983) 
 
There Are Only Two Methods for Acquiring Real Wealth (1983) 
 
6 Basic Principles That Have Helped Build the Fortunes of Self-Made 
Millionaires (1983) 
 
These Are Two of the Wealthy Investors Who Helped Devise 29 Steps to 
Successful Investing (1983) 
 
I’m So Sure My Successful Investing and Money Management Will Help You 
Profit, I’m Willing to Send You The First Two Lessons Free (1983) 
 
How You Can Build a Substantial Financial Nest Egg Even on Your 
Current Salary (1983) 
 
Your Real Estate Syndicator Better Have Financial Clout Or Else…Look Out! (1984) 
 
The Ultimate Investment (1984) 
 
You a Millionaire, Why Not? (1984) 
 
Here’s a simple but powerful investing technique that anyone can 
understand. It’s based on the rise and fall of interest rates. And you 
can profit handsomely whether the rates go up or go down. (1986) 
 
Returning the coupon below can be your first step toward amassing a 
fortune in real estate. (1986) 





































This document is not a source of business, legal, tax or accounting advice and in the 
event that you require such counseling you should immediately contact your 
professional service provider regarding the same, such as your attorney, CPA or 
certified financial advisor. The materials presented in this document are for general 
informational purposes only and are not intended to replace the professional advice of a 
licensed service provider. All copyrights and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. 
 
BREAKTHROUGH BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIES, INC. DOES NOT WARRANT OR 
MAKE ANY REPRESENTATION REGARDING USE, OR THE RESULT OF USE, OF 
THE CONTENT IN TERMS OF ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE. THE 
CONTENT MAY INCLUDE TECHNICAL INACCURACIES OR TYPOGRAPHICAL 
ERRORS, AND COMPANY MAY MAKE CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS AT ANY 
TIME. YOU, AND NOT BREAKTHROUGH BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIES, INC., 
ASSUME THE ENTIRE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR OR 
CORRECTION IN THE EVENT OF ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE ARISING FROM THE 
USE OF THIS DOCUMENT OR ITS CONTENT. BREAKTHROUGH BUSINESS 
TECHNOLOGIES, INC. MAKES NO WARRANTIES THAT YOUR USE OF THE 
CONTENT WILL NOT INFRINGE THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS AND ASSUMES NO 
LIABILITY OR RESPONSIBILITY FOR ERRORS OR OMISSIONS IN SUCH 
CONTENT. 
 
MATERIAL CONNECTION DISCLOSURE: You should assume that the 
publisher has an affiliate relationship and/or another material connection to the 
providers of goods and services mentioned in this message and may be 
compensated when you purchase from a provider. You should always perform due 
diligence before buying anything. 


